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Don Killingsworth formally inaugurated as JSU’s 13th
president; Gov. Ivey receives honorary doctorate
jsuchanticleer.com/2021/04/09/don-killingsworth-formally-inaugurated-as-jsus-13th-president-gov-ivey-receiveshonorary-doctorate/
April 10, 2021

Miranda Prescott, News Editor
Don C. Killingsworth Jr. was sworn in as the 13th president of Jacksonville State University
on Friday in an inaugural ceremony.
Killingsworth has served in this role as the interim president since October 2019. He was
named to the role full-time last June.
“It’s very surreal, but truly humbling,” said Killingsworth. “I’m truly honored to be stepping into
this role. What a great day for JSU, the city of Jacksonville, Calhoun County and Northeast
Alabama.”
Killingsworth is a two-time graduate from JSU, where he served as the SGA president in
1999, the same year his mentor and former president of the university, William Meehan, was
sworn in as the 11th person to hold this title.
“He’s very patient and conscientious,” said Meehan. “He has built great relationships with the
community and has always represented JSU with the best matter that it can be.”
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Killingsworth gave the slogan for the ceremony: “One university. One family. One legacy.”
With this, he said, his biggest goal is student success.
“It’s important that any student who comes to JSU have the resources they need to be
successful, and my job is to make sure they have those resources,” Killingsworth explained.
Some of the resources Killingsworth has implemented or will in the future is the Gamecock
Market, the campus food pantry, family housing and extended childcare for students with
kids of their own.
“Students will be more successful if all of their basic needs are met,” he said. “We must
recognize that infrastructure is key.”
He also expressed his goal of completing tornado recovery from the EF-3 tornado that
devastated the campus in March 2018 and bringing the university “back to its roots” with
improving the School of Education.
“We will work closely with our K-12 partners, our JSU alumnus and state Superintendent of
Education Dr. Eric Mackey to help address the teacher shortage in Alabama,” Killingsworth
said.
Alongside Killingsworth’s inauguration, JSU
also honored Governor Kay Ivey with an
honorary doctorate of letters from the
university. This was in part of her efforts
towards the university during the March 2018
EF-3 tornado and her “dedication to higher
learning institutes.”
“Her overall body of work shows that her
passion for higher education has always been
there, and we appreciate all that she has
done,” said Killingsworth. “Not to mention that
she led the state through to the pandemic
and the transition from the former governor.”
Ivey herself is a graduate from Auburn
University, but said she always has a passion
for higher education learning.

Gov. Kay Ivey speaks at Don Killingsworth’s
inauguration as JSU’s 13th president on Friday.
(Matt Reynolds/JSU)

“As your governor, I have worked as a
mission to protect and promote all of higher
education to continue to grow to provide high-quality, hard working individuals for our
national workforce,” Ivey said in her speech.
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Ivey also said that she has “no doubt” in her mind that Killingsworth was right for the job,
explaining that his entire professional career has been dedicated to safeguarding the
interests of JSU.
“He has shown time and time again that he can always be relied on to do what is in the best
interest of this university and its students,” she said. “The leadership he has shown in his
career and especially in the last year has been nothing short of exemplary.”
This article originally appeared in The Gadsden Times, where News Editor Miranda Prescott
is an intern reporter.
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Cassie Ward named JSU Foundation’s director of
advancement services
jsuchanticleer.com/2021/04/08/cassie-ward-named-jsu-foundations-director-of-advancement-services/
April 8, 2021

Dacey Dunaway, Correspondent
Cassie Ward, a Jacksonville State accounting instructor, was recently named director of
advancement services for the JSU Foundation.
Ward has been involved at JSU since 2008, when she first began taking classes as an
undergraduate student. In 2012, she earned her bachelor’s degree in accounting, and
continued graduate studies at JSU, obtaining an MBA with a concentration in accounting in
2016.
“I’ve experienced the university from the perspective of an undergraduate student, graduate
student, graduate assistant, staff, and adjunct faculty,” said Ward.
She is a Certified Public Accountant (CPA) and a member of the Alabama Society of CPAs.
Previously, she served as a board member for the Birmingham Young CPAs. She also
served as a business advisor at the JSU Small Business Development Center.
Currently, Ward is pursuing her doctoral degree in emergency management at JSU.
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“As a proud alumnae, I am truly dedicated to furthering the mission of the university through
the support of the JSU Foundation,” she said. “I’m honored to serve Jacksonville State
University in this capacity!”
Ward has received multiple Faculty Research Awards and has had her work published in
several scholarly articles. She has also presented her research at academic conferences.
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SGA elections set for April 13: Meet the candidates
jsuchanticleer.com/2021/04/08/sga-elections-set-for-april-13-meet-the-candidates/
April 8, 2021

Ally Morrison, Correspondent and Ryleigh Dobson, Correspondent
The Student Government Association is hosting elections for various positions, including
executive officers, on April 13 from 12:01 a.m. to 4 p.m. through myJSU.
Meet the candidates facing off for these executive positions:
Brooke Robinson, Candidate for SGA president
Brooke Robinson is a senior communication student with a focus in public relations and a
double minor in English and marketing. Robinson has held multiple leadership positions on
campus, with organizations such as Freshman Forum and the JSU Ambassador program.
She is currently involved in Public Relations Student Society of America, Zeta Phi Eta and
Zeta Tau Alpha. She currently serves as the SGA Vice President of Public Relations.
“I have many goals for this position,” said Robinson. “One of my goals is to always advocate
for the students. I understand the importance of transparency that is oftentimes demanded in
communication. While working as VPPR, I see the students. I see their needs and wants. I
want to be the President who advocates for all.”
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Rachel Mayo, Candidate for SGA vice president of public relations
Rachel Mayo is a senior communication student concentrating in public relations with a
minor in English. Mayo currently serves as vice president of academics for Zeta Phi Eta, the
professional communication and arts sciences fraternity at Jacksonville State University.
She also serves as a Jacksonville State Ambassador where she serves on the Media
Committee. Mayo holds the title as social media chair for the Public Relations Student
Society of America at JSU.
She details her desire to give recognition to accomplished students at JSU.
“I think it is important to show them that they are being represented and their hard work is not
going unnoticed,” said Mayo.
Jewelishia Johnson, Candidate for SGA vice president of public relations
Jewelishia Johnson is a sophomore at JSU with a focus in secondary education. Johnson
served as SGA public relations committee head position in the 2020-2021 academic year.
She detailed her involvement with the public relations committee, being able to delegate
projects to senators within the committee.
“I was granted the opportunity to work hands on with the VPPR which gave me insight into
how the position works,” said Johnson. “This opportunity is what interested me in applying for
SGA Vice President of Public Relations.”
Johnson said that her goals, if elected, would include continuing to increase social media
followings with current and future students, starting an event spotlight for all organizations,
giving students the opportunity to get involved and being the connection between students,
faculty, staff and the community.
“I based my goals from the viewpoint of a student,” said Johnson. “Being in senate and
attending organization council meetings, I have realized how essential social media is to the
success of the campus, and most of all, students!”
Cory O’Neal, Candidate for SGA vice president of public relations
Cory O’Neal is a junior communication student with a focus in public relations and a minor in
English.
He is involved on campus with several clubs in the Department of Music. He currently serves
as the media and social director at Greater New Destiny Christian Church in Cropwell, Ala.
as well as serving as a public relations representative at Camelot Charters.
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“I want to be able to help any and every organization on campus,” said O’Neal. This is not an
easy job, but the job is worth every second. I certainly want to find new ways to reach
students and give every organization the spotlight they deserve each month.”
Daniel Washington, Candidate for SGA vice president of student senate
Daniel Washington is a sophomore majoring in social work.
He has been a part of many campus organizations including Freshman Forum, SGA, and
has served as both a peer educator and CLEG officer. Washington also serves as president
of JSU’s NAACP chapter.
Since enrolling at Jacksonville State, Washington said he has dreamed of running for vice
president of student senate.
“Some of my goals and policies would be to be an advocate for people,” said Washington.
“As student senators and SGA executive officers, we are advocates for the students.
Although it is our job to advocate for people, sometimes no one can advocate for you like
you can.”
Adison Cook, Candidate for SGA vice president of student senate
Adison Cook is a junior history major, with a minor in public administration.
During his time at JSU, Cook has been involved with many organizations such as Student
Senate, public relations committee, president and public relations chair of JSU College
Democrats, philanthropy and community service chair for Sigma Nu fraternity, and a resident
assistant. He is also a member of the Honors Program.
“My campaign platform focuses on four items,” Cook explains. “Continuing the legacy and
initiatives of past VPSS office holders that have emphasized advocating for the student body
as the most important part of the job. Continue personal commitment to advocating on behalf
of the student body as evidenced by my co-authorship of Senate Bill 22, which established
the Student Judiciary Panel. Continuing to work with newly elected VPPR to increase the
presence of Student Senate on campus (including an increase of Student Senate coverage
by posting details about legislation on social media, working with The Chanticleer to highlight
important Senate initiatives, and extending an open invitation to writers and correspondents
at Senate meetings, and other initiatives which will result in the Senate becoming more wellknown on-campus and Student Senators becoming more accessible the student body), and
finding ways to increase contact between university administration and Student Senators so
they are equipped with a better network of people to help solve problems that arise.”
Jacob Hinkles, SGA vice president of student senate
Jacob Hinkles is a senior biology major with a concentration of pre-health.
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Hinkles has been involved in many leadership roles at JSU, serving two terms as a senator.
He has also been involved with Tri-Beta, the Biological Honors Society and JSU College of
Republicans
He also served as co-chair of the Governmental Relations Committee in the Senate.
“I have helped orchestrate Voter Registration Drives with the Governmental Relations
Committee to spread awareness about the census within the student body,” said Hinkles.
“My overarching goal as VPSS is to get Senate more plugged into the student body. A
glaring issue I have noticed as a senator is just how few students are aware of what Senate
does or even who their senators are.”
Throughout the campaign, Hinkles said, he has had to detail to students the purpose of the
Senate at JSU. If elected, he promises to “seek to start an awareness campaign to educate
students about our Senate.”
“I will work with VPPR to launch a PR initiative on social media to spotlight certain senators,
detail which schools they are members of, which organizations they are in, and how to reach
them,” said Hinkles. “Ultimately, if the majority of the student body is unaware of what Senate
is or who their senators are, Senate is not representing students to the best of its ability. That
is something that desperately needs changed, and I plan on working toward this goal.”
Alayah Washington, candidate for SGA vice president of student activities
Alayah Washington is a JSU sports management major from Montgomery, Ala.
Washington said that, with her position, she plans to create new initiatives to highlight the
numerous organizations on campus.
“It is an honor to be running for Vice President of Student Activities, I have a love for
planning events, so much so that a crucial part of my major is event planning,” said
Washington. “I have had the opportunity to plan major campus events and smaller events. I
have enjoyed my time serving students on campus thus far and would love to continue to do
so. I hope to have your vote on April 13th!”
Tierra Thatch, Candidate for SGA vice president of student activities
Tierra Thatch is a sophomore majoring in nursing from Athens, Ala. Thatch is an active
member of the Student Activities Council (SAC), a member of the Student Senate and head
of the Athletic Support Committee.
“With this position I work closely with the current VPSA and SAC when programming certain
events,” said Thatch. “With this pandemic, and me being a healthcare worker I know how
important everyone’s safety is on campus.”
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Thatch explained that her goals, if elected, would be to get students involved on campus and
“show a unique and diverse perspective on how we can create, connect, and conquer
together.”
“I also want to continue to grow SAC,” said Thatch. “All of the members are amazing and
they have so much potential and they do not even recognize it yet! My end goal is to get our
upcoming freshman and our current JSU students involved.”
Auburn McKee, Candidate for SGA vice president of organizational affairs
Auburn McKee is a JSU marketing major who said she fell in love with JSU the moment she
stepped foot on campus.
During the 2020-2021 school year, McKee has served as the vice president of organizational
affairs. She is also involved in Zeta Tau Alpha, Freshman Forum, Student Senate, National
Society of Leadership and Success, Red Tape, football recruitment and the Student Culinary
Council.
McKee said she has strived to create a welcoming and loving environment for all JSU
organizations in hopes of living out one of JSU’s slogans: “You Matter!”
As of this school year, she has sponsored an organization spotlight to highlight organizations
through an interview with WLJS 91.9 FM, JSU’s student-run radio station, and The
Chanticleer.
“My hopes for the 2021-2022 school year is to continue the successful foundation of
Organization Council and support them in revamping their organization that faced many
obstacles during the pandemic,” said McKee. “Organization Council has come a long way
with community, fundraising, and professional development. I can’t wait to see what the next
year holds for my fellow colleagues!”
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Brooke Robinson running unopposed for SGA president
jsuchanticleer.com/2021/04/08/brooke-robinson-running-unopposed-for-sga-president/
April 8, 2021

Ashleigh Crouch, Correspondent
Brooke Robinson, the incumbent SGA vice president of public relations for Jacksonville State
University, announced on Monday, March 29, that she will run for SGA president.
Robinson, who is running unopposed, has been involved on campus since her freshman
year, when she joined Freshman Forum and Zeta Tau Alpha sorority. Joining these
organizations early on during her time at JSU had a major impact on her college journey,
Robinson said.
“With joining organizations early into my college experience, I had the privilege of meeting
people who would help mold me into the person I am today,” said Robinson.
Robinson explained that she decided to run for SGA President because, as she enters her
senior year at JSU, the university feels like home to her.
“I want to assure our current students and future students along with reassuring our
administrators this is home,” she said. “I want students as they become alumni to go back to
their home or work to spread the word about what truly a great University JSU is.”
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Robinson also expressed her excitement about the upcoming school year as SGA President.
Above all, Robinson said wants to be an SGA President who advocates for her peers, and
believes that her current experience as vice president of public relations makes her even
more qualified to do so.
“I will assure students that their voices will be heard in good times and in bad,” she said. “I
understand the importance of transparency that is oftentimes demanded in communication.
While working as VPPR, I see the students. I see their needs and wants. I want to be the
President who advocates for all.”
The current executive board, Robinson believes, will continue to go well, because the current
team works together so well.
“The executive officers have a very close place in my heart,” she said. “We have served as a
team together that has turned into a family.”
Robinson said that she is very excited to begin her journey as 2021-2022 SGA President,
and that she hopes for “nothing but the best” in the upcoming school year.
“I want to serve the students of JSU,” she said. “I want them to know that I am with them.”
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JSU administers 699 COVID-19 vaccines, says masks will
be required after statewide order expires
jsuchanticleer.com/2021/04/08/jsu-administers-699-covid-19-vaccines-says-masks-will-be-required-after-statewideorder-expires/
April 8, 2021

Scott Young, Editor in Chief
Jacksonville State University recently announced that it administered 699 doses of
Moderna’s COVID-19 vaccine in a clinic last week and that the university will continue to
require masks on campus after April 9, when Alabama’s statewide mask order is set to
expire.
“The expiration of the Governor’s order will not change what we do at JSU,” Jeff Ryan, JSU’s
chief of program operations, wrote in a press release on Wednesday.
Ryan stressed the importance of wearing a mask, explaining that it “effectively mitigates the
spread of COVID-19.”
On July 15, Gov. Kay Ivey issued a statewide order requiring masks to be worn in all public
places in Alabama when interacting within six feet of people of another household. Ivey
announced last month that she would allow the order to expire on April 9 at 5 p.m.
“After this point, it will be up to the individual to decide whether they need a mask or not, not
up to the government,” Ivey said.
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Municipalities around the state are discussing and considering their own extension of a mask
requirement, including Birmingham, which will require masks through May 24. The city of
Anniston, located south of Jacksonville, will require masks in city buildings after the
statewide order expires, but won’t extend that requirement to all public places in Anniston.
The university also announced that it administered 699 doses of Moderna’s COVID-19
vaccine in the two clinics held at Kennamer Hall on March 29 and April 1.
“We were very pleased with the outcome of the clinics and thankful for all the support
received from many different organizations,” said Ryan.
Ryan said that the university was allocated 700 doses and administered 699.
“One dose was lost due to a faulty syringe,” said Ryan.
The vaccines were administered by JSU nursing faculty and students.
“It was a team effort,” said Michael Barton, JSU’s chief of police. “I would like to thank all
those who gave their time to make this a huge success, including all sections within the
Department of Public Safety, the School of Health Professions and Wellness, the Controller’s
Officer, Capital Planning and Facilities, Marketing and Communications, and the Jacksonville
Fire Department.”
JSU will receive an additional allocation of 700 doses to be administered as second doses to
those who participated in the clinic. The second dose clinics will be held on Monday, April 26
and Thursday, April 29, of which students who received a first dose are asked to return
during the same time slot.
“We strongly encourage everyone to get vaccinated for COVID-19,” said Ryan. “It is the
single most important and effective way to prevent the spread of COVID-19.”
On April 5, vaccine eligibility in Alabama was expanded to all individuals age 16 and older.
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